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to Alma, Clara, Elise & Leda 

general notes 

Ideally, the two violins should sit on the outer edges of the 
quartet facing each other with the cello and viola in the 

middle. 

A crescendo from niente should start subito, cutting off the 
preceding note very suddenly but still lasting for its full 
duration with no diminuendo. The idea is for quite an 

artificial cut to the sound. 

Mezzo-forte is used as the prevailing dynamic throughout the 
piece, though in reality this may actually be quieter or 

louder in some parts in order to match the dynamic of the 
organ. Mezzo-forte should be considered the dynamic of the 

organ at its loudest at any point in the piece and may 
change as it goes on. The organ and the quartet’s material 

should sound as if it is growing out of one another.  

The black wedges from rehearsal mark N indicate a slow 
heavy distorted bow (overpressure). The two violins from 
here are also asked to play with a slight scratch tone, this 
can be done freely and expressively, and aside from this, 
overpressure should be applied particularly where black 

wedges appear in their material.
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